are under-or over-used. It also provides some fascinating insight into shifting research patterns; geographic regions about which little is published; subjects which are declining or growing in popularity amongst researchers; and the extent to which contemporary events have an impact on research output. There is, in fact, a remarkable degree of consistency over the last fifteen years in the geographic regions which appear most regularly as a theme within the bibliographic record. Publications on Southern Africa and West Africa consistently represent just under 50% of the material recorded, with the former always slightly ahead of the latter. South Africa is always and by a margin the most researched country on the continent, but interest in Nigeria, Ghana and Uganda appears to have steadily increased over the last decade. Conversely publications on Algeria, Mali and the Côte d'Ivoire appear to have declined steadily in number during the same period. The influence of contemporary events might well be attributed to a surge in publications on both Egypt and Libya in 2011, notable interest in Somalia over recent years, and the new emergence of publications expressly focused on South Sudan. As the Bibliography grows at both ends of the chronological spectrum it will continue to provide an increasing wealth of statistical data on the fortunes and fluctuations of African Studies. A selection of the data currently available to us is included as an Appendix.
We remain very much in the midst of this project, focused on the accurate digitisation of 
